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DRAFT RESEARCH SPECIFICATION: THE ROLE AND STATUS OF PLANNING: MARCH 2007
Background:

1.  The NPF is the largest cross-sectoral forum focussing on planning in England.  Its current programme includes contributing to the Planning White Paper, and work on delivery and culture change.  The Executive Board is now seeking to commission a study on the status of planning that will complement, and add momentum to, its drive to support culture change in planning.

Purpose of the proposed study:

2.  The Executive Board envisages a short, sharp desk study with the following objectives, to:  

· identify existing documentation and evidence on the existing role and status of planning and planners;   

· highlight key findings and the potential for improving the status of planning in the context of planning reform; and
· make recommendations on an agenda for change, including actions which the NPF is in a unique position to take forward. 
Product:

3.  Two products are envisaged – a report and a presentation.  The report should be of no more than 3k words in Word format.  500 bound copies of this should be produced, 60 of which should be distributed at the Forum meeting on 21 June, and the remainder delivered to the Secretary.  The chosen consultants will be expected to use a wide range of sources of data and information including that available from the RTPI, the Leitch Report, the “Future Planners” report prepared by DEMOS for CPRE/RICS and RTPI, and the report of the NPF Culture Change Working Group and to include references to these in an Annex.  The report should be written in plain English.
4.  The presentation should be in ppt and should contain the key points from the report and the recommendations.  It will be required to be presented to a meeting of the Forum in London.  
Timescale:

5.  Tenders will be invited from consultants who can meet the following tight timescale (all dates in 2007):


Invitation to tender/issue of study specification

Fri    30 March


Tender deadline




12pm 
Mon 16 April 


Tender let






Mon 23 April 


Steering Group meeting




early May


Receipt of final report



5pm 
Mon 4 June


Presentation to the Forum



pm
Thurs 21 June

Steering Group:

6.  The steering group will be chaired by the NPF Secretary, together with up to 4 other members.   The report is being commissioned by the NPF Executive Board and will be signed off by them (or the Chairman on their behalf) before being finalised.

Costings:

7.  The details on the proposed method, person or persons undertaking the work, their daily rate, travel and other expenses, printing and producing the report, preparation of the presentation, and VAT if applicable.  Options including the implications of involving different personnel, or quality of presentation of the bound volume, would be helpful.  Total costs are not expected to exceed £10k.    
Intellectual property rights:
8.  The final report and any drafts produced will be the property of the National Planning Forum.  The authors will be acknowledged in any further use by the NPF.
ANNEX: THE NATIONAL PLANNING FORUM

Vision

The vision of the National Planning Forum (NPF) is to be the principal cross-sectoral voice on planning issues and to be recognised as a key agent for change in delivering a better planning service.

Mission

The NPF aspires to “inspire planning” and all those involved in the planning process and in delivering the new planning agenda.  It aims to help achieve quality, inspiring places that enhance productivity as well as peoples’ well-being.  The Forum seeks to:
	M1
to critically inform and positively influence the planning agenda for 
           England through a broad spectrum of interests;

M2
to act as a bridge and extend the common ground across the Forum


membership, the better to deliver sustainable development; and 

M3 
to promote the acquisition and exchange of knowledge and best
           practice amongst Forum membership and disseminate this so that it
           may be widely applied.




In support of this Mission, the Forum:

· represents multi-sectoral views, aiming to reach consensus wherever 
possible, 
and informed differences of opinion where not;

· acts as a sounding board for Government initiatives;

· formulates expert advice on specific issues and emerging policies; 

· promotes good practice; 

· enables a two-way flow between policy and practice, involving 
dissemination and 
feedback; and

· facilitates cross-sectoral networking.

We concentrate on areas in which all sectors have a common interest, aim to be constructive in all that we do, and avoid duplication of effort. 

Membership

Members are drawn from five sectors: government and its agencies, local government, business, the voluntary/third sector and the professions.  Representative organisations with an interest and involvement in planning within these sectors are invited to join the Forum to contribute to its work, in order to maintain broadly equal numbers, and balance between the sectors.  

Executive Board

The NPF Executive Board - which drives the work of the Forum - comprises 5 Vice-Chairs, each directly elected by members of his/her own sector, and is supported by the Secretary.  One of the Vice-Chairs acts as the Forum Chair for one year, on a strict rotational basis amongst the five sector groups.  The current Executive Board comprises: 

Chair, and Vice-Chair (Government Agencies):
Mark Southgate, Environment Agency 

Vice Chair (Professions):

 
Mike Hayes, RTPI

Vice Chair (Local Government): 


Cllr Paul Bettison, LGA

Vice Chair (Business):



Liz Peace, BPF 

Vice Chair (3rd sector):


  
Simon Marsh, RSPB 

Secretary:




Kay Powell
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