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Improving the Connection
Improving clarity in the of role and 
purpose of planning and building control 
through:

Shared objectives

Clear roles

Improve the position and recognition of 
building control within local authorities

Increase knowledge and awareness
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
– build on the work of the Future of Building Control: Implementation Plan and Planning Policy Statement 1 to set out a clear statement of shared objectives for both building control and planning, including delivering sustainable low carbon development.
– clarify and distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the two services in relation to sustainable outcomes, particularly in relation to evaluating competing technologies, advising on the range of solutions to deliver sustainability targets and ensuring that design outcomes and sustainability technologies are compatible and mutually reinforcing.
– there is a perception that building control is the ‘poor relation’.
– (joint) training for officers in both disciplines to increase knowledge and awareness of each other’s roles and responsibilities and to improve the skills base in relation to low carbon outcomes of both disciplines. LABC Training has developed a one-day course for delivery which is one potential mechanism to encourage debate and greater understanding.








Improving the Connection
Improving the links to achieve better 
service outcomes through:

Develop skills, procedures and organisation in 
joint working

Pursue the Development Management 
approach to major and complex development 
proposals

The Planning Portal 

3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
– through demonstration projects and highlighting best practice:
 
Within local authorities develop a one-stop shop approach to both planning and building control applications for small-scale, ‘householder’ proposals. Explore the possibility of Approved Inspectors certifying the compliance of planning proposals with the local plan or as permitted development alongside certifying compliance with the Building Regulations.

Co-ordinated processing and determination of planning and building control applications especially for small-scale proposals through a co-ordinated, ‘parallel’ processing or via a single officer trained to deal with both disciplines. Potentially this ‘combined service’ could be delivered by consultants qualified as Approved Inspectors and with the requisite professional planning qualification -  although currently decisions on planning applications can only be made by elected local planning authorities.

Joint monitoring, compliance and enforcement of projects under construction.

Effective involvement by building control bodies at pre-application, outline and detailed design stages in the consideration of development proposals through the planning process. (New flexibilities in setting charging regimes by local authority building control may encourage this practice within the local authority sector.)

The potential for building control bodies becoming a statutory consultee to the planning process for certain categories of planning application.

- consider whether renaming the Planning Portal would deliver improved use of the service by both planning and building control customers if it were re-named to reflect its wider purpose.











Improving the Connection
Published (finally) in September

Submitted as part of CLG’s consultation on 
the 2010 Building Regulations

Building Control Alliance initiative to take 
forward recommendations on joint working

Presentation at forthcoming Local Authority 
Building Control London conference
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Mediation in Planning

“We firmly believe that the time is now right 
for mediation to take its place in the toolbox of 
the planning system.”

Developing and building a market

Providing advice and guidance

Developing skills and creating capacity
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Mediation in Planning

Meeting with minister

Confirm key stakeholder support

Establish steering group

Agree and implement Phase 1 Project Plan
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NPF at the Planning Convention

7



NPF – Membership Policy
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Proposal

The Forum continues to grow its membership across the five sectors attracting 
organisations engaged in policy and practice in spatial planning.
Additionally, the Forum creates an Associate Member class – open to individual (i.e. 
non-representative) companies or organisations in the public, private and voluntary 
sectors.
Admittance to Associate membership will be at the discretion of the Board and 
will require the payment of an annual subscription.
At any one time there will not be more than 10 Associate Members of the 
National Planning Forum.
The Associate Member initiative be reviewed in 2012



2009/10 accounts
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2009/10 accounts
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Vice-chair for Government Agencies
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The role involves joining the Executive Board as the advocate for planning and 
planners within Government Agencies in discussions on the direction of the NPF 
and the issues it should debate. 

The minimum requirement is for attendance at four Executive Board meetings a 
year in central London, in addition to the four Forum meetings. In addition, the 
previous vice-chair commenced regular ‘sector meetings’ (held immediately prior to 
Forum meetings), which have proved useful in bringing the sector together to 
discuss issues of common concern. Vice-Chairs are also expected to offer to lead on 
particular pieces of work e.g. by chairing a Task and Finish Group, from time to time.
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www.natplanforum.org.uk
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